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\ X Je are pleased to present to you this year’s annual water quality report. This report is a snapshot of last
year’s water quality covering all testing performed between January 1 and December 31, 2023. Included

Safeguard Your Drinking Water

rotection of drinking water is everyone’s responsibility. You can
help protect your community’s drinking water source in several

ways:

Eliminate excess use of lawn and garden fertilizers and pesticides
— they contain hazardous chemicals that can reach your drinking
water source.

Pick up after your pets.

If you have your own septic system, properly maintain it to reduce
leaching to water sources, or consider connecting to a public water
system.

Dispose of chemicals properly; take used motor oil to a recycling
center.

Volunteer in your community. Find a watershed or wellhead
protection organization in your community and volunteer to
help. If there are no active groups, consider starting one. Use U.S.
EPA’s Adopt Your Watershed to locate groups in your community.

Organize a storm drain stenciling project with others in your
neighborhood. Stencil a message next to the street drain reminding
people “Dump No Waste — Drains to River” or “Protect Your
Water.” Produce and distribute a flyer for households to remind
residents that storm drains dump directly into your local water

body.

are details about your source of water, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory
~ agencies. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water.
We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment
process and protect our water resources. We are committed to ensuring the quality of your
water and providing you with this information because informed customers are our best allies.

Where Does My Water Come
From?

he City of Cotulla provides its customers
with groundwater from the Carrizo-
Wilcox Aquifer, located in La Salle County.

Source Water Assessment

he Texas Commission on Environmental

Quality (TCEQ) completed an assessment
of your source water, and results indicate that
some of our sources are susceptible to certain
contaminants. The sampling requirements
for your water system are based on this
susceptibility and previous sample data. Any
detections of these contaminants will be
found in this Consumer
Confidence Report. For
more information on
source water assessments
and protection efforts at
our system, contact Jimmy
R. Oranday at (830) 879-
5812.

o

Important Health Information

Y

u may be more vulnerable than the general population to certain microbial ‘ ‘
contaminants, such as cryprosporidium, in drinking water. Infants, some elderly, or = &)
immunocompromised persons such as those undergoing chemotherapy for cancer; those
who have undergone organ transplants; those who are undergoing treatment with
steroids; and people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders can be
particularly at risk from infections. You should seck advice about drinking water from
your physician or health care provider. Additional guidelines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by cryprosporidium are available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.
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Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG)

You may not be aware of it, but every time you
pour fat, oil, or grease (FOG) down your sink
(e.g., bacon grease), you are contributing to a costly
problem in the sewer collection system. FOG coats
the inner walls of the plumbing in your house as well
as the walls of underground piping throughout the
community. Over time, these greasy materials build
up and form blockages in pipes, which can lead to
wastewater backing up into parks, yards, streets, and
storm drains. These backups allow FOG to contaminate
local waters, including drinking water. Exposure to
untreated wastewater is a public health hazard. FOG
discharged into septic systems and drain fields can also
cause malfunctions, resulting in more frequent tank
pump-outs and other expenses.

Communities spend billions of dollars every year to
unplug or replace grease-blocked pipes, repair pump
stations, and clean up costly and illegal wastewater
spills. Here are some tips that you and your family can
follow to help maintain a well-run system now and in
the future:

NEVER:
* Pour FOG down the house or storm drains.
* Dispose of food scraps by flushing them.
* Use the toilet as a wastebasket.

ALWAYS:

e Scrape and collect FOG into a waste container such
as an empty coffee can, and dispose of it with your
garbage.

* Place food scraps in waste containers or garbage
bags for disposal with solid wastes.

* Place a wastebasket in each bathroom for solid
wastes like disposable diapers, creams and
lotions, and personal hygiene products, including
nonbiodegradable wipes.

QUESTIONS?

For more information about this report, or for any
questions relating to your drinking water, please call
Jimmy R. Oranday, Utilities Superintendent, at (830)
879-2367 or (830) 879-5812.
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